COMPLETE CHECKLIST OF SPECIES SEEN WITHIN THE PHILIPPINES - 2003

Introduction

When one scans the below list, perhaps the most glaring issues for a practiced birdwatcher, ornithologist or scientist interested in the fauna of the Philippines will be the absence of certain records. An example might be the complete absence of records for Philippine Eagle, or a sole record for Hooded Pitta. However, we beg the indulgence of the reader in first explaining that this is the first ever attempt to list all ornithological sightings for a single year and it is the first time that an independent group has tried to collect reports from the wide variety of groups and individuals bird watching in the country.

Within our group we were successful at keeping and maintaining records. In addition we set in motion a Records Committee (see separate paper) for the future. However we were only able to gain records from few non-members, a couple of NGOs and very few visiting foreign birders. It must be our aim to increase this reach in the future.

In this sense, this report is just a small stepping stone towards a nationwide records database. It provides an excellent record of Metro Manila sightings but a poor reflection of what is happening elsewhere. Given time and cooperation we hope this will change.

We wish to thank those who did cooperate with us and we would like to invite others to submit records though the club’s email system.

Annotated List
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Little Grebe 

Tachybaptus ruficollis

Only reported from the Candaba Marsh and Lubao areas between September and December with a maximum count of 10 birds at Candaba on Sept. 14th.

Masked Booby

Sula dactylatra

One adult bird reported on May 15 from Jessie Beazley Reef, Sulu Sea. Apparently this species does not breed anymore on Tubbataha Reef – the only known breeding site in the Philippines.  A potential alternative breeding area in the Spratley groups remains unvisited by ornithologists for many years. If absent from here the breeding population of this magnificent bird has been extirpated and can be added to the list of species which have died out in the country.

Brown Booby

Sula leugogaster

From its stronghold in the Sulu Sea one report of 20 birds on May 16 from Jessie Beazley Reef. The breeding populations are known to have declined constantly for more than 20 years and urgent conservation action is needed to maintain it as breeding species in the country

Lesser Frigatebird

Fregata  ariel

4 were reported off Panay Island on Nov. 8. Though not reported to the WBCP there are other positive reports of frigatebirds breeding within the known ranges for Greater Frigatebird Fregata minor in the Sulu Sea 

Grey Heron

Ardea cinerea

A winter visitor with the last reported sighting being on April 7th in the Coastal Lagoon MM, and the first of the autumn on Sept. 14 in Candaba. Also recorded in Palawan, Sampaloc Lake (Laguna) with up to 12 birds, Rizal (Pangasinan) and along the MM coastline. Interestingly, this species was a new species for Sampaloc Lake in 2003 but was subsequently recorded regularly (NL). The peak count in MM where regular counts were made were, was of 62 birds on March 2nd. The peak autumn count was only 2 birds.

Purple Heron

Ardea purpurea
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Recorded in the winter months with the last sighting at Lian, Batangas on May 10 and the first record for the autumn on September 14 at Candaba. Also recorded in Talaytay Watershed (Aurora), various sites in Pampanga, Rizal (Pangasinan) and Palawan. Within MM, perhaps the most remarkable discovery was of a wild bird roosting on Monkey Island in the Manila Zoo on Jan 11. Never a numerous bird, peak counts were for 6 at Candaba and 4 at Tambo, MM.

Great Egret

Ardea alba

Recorded between January and April 6 and then again from August 31 to the end of the year from many sights around the country. The main arrival seemed to be in October. Peak site counts were of 100 or more birds in Lubao (Oct 31) , Puerto Rivas, Bataan (Dec. 8) and at Tambo on Aug. 31.

No over-summering records were received or breeding data.

Eastern Reef Egret

Egretta sacra

Records were received from Palawan (Puerto Princesa, St. Pauls’ & Rasa Island) and  Puka Beach on Boracay. Reports were from Feb (2), July (1) and Dec. (1) with a maximum count of 4 birds in Puerto Princesa.

Intermediate Egret

Ardea intermedia

Recorded widely in every month of the year except for July and August. Migrating birds were noted in early April and late September. Peak counts in Pampanga of 1000+ birds in both Lubao (Oct 31) and Pasak River (Oct 11). Elsewhere counts of a few hundred were not unusual. Recorded from the following provinces; Palawan, Cavite, Laguna, Pampanga, Nueva Ecija, Pangasinan, Bataan and Metro Manila. The peak MM count was of 50+ birds on Dec 24.

Chinese Egret

Egretta eulophotes

This endangered species was recorded at its ‘regular’ sites of Olango and Puerto Princesa but more remarkably was the discovery of birds in Manila Bay in the autumn of this year. In addition a large count of 50+ birds on Rasa Island, Palawan on Dec. 4 was of note.

Site records were:

Olango
 - Jan 20 (11), March 23 (?), Sept. 16 (3), Sept. 20 (3) & Sept. 22 (11)

Puerto Princesa – Feb 3 (1), Dec. 4 (11)

Mangrove Island, Paranaque – Oct 26 (1) & Nov 9 (1)

Tambo Mudflats – Dec. 15 (1), Dec 24 (1)

Little Egret
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Egretta garzetta

Recorded in every month of the year except May & July, peak numbers were still in the winter months. A very widespread bird, arrival seemed to occur from late August through to mid-October with significant numbers (300) being present at Candaba on Sept. 14th. Counts in the hundreds were not unusual, though the peak counts came from Iwahig Penal Colony (1000+ in December). Probably recorded in every province from which reports were received. In MM counts were typically in the single figures to mid teens with only a  few large counts being recorded – particularly towards the end of the year  with 226 as peak numbers  in the Paranaque wetlands; 

Little Heron (Striated Heron)

Butorides striatus

Widely reported in low numbers from around Luzon and on Olango Island. In Metro Manila it was a core species in the Paranaque wetland areas. Recorded throughout the year in small numbers, the maximum count being of 20+ birds on the Taal Lake shore on Feb. 16. In MM the highest count was 13 birds at Tambo on Sept. 27th.

Cattle Egret 

Bubulcus ibis
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Scattered reports received from Palawan, Sorsogon, Mindoro, Busuanga, Cavite, Nueva Ecjia, Pangasinan and Zambales. Although most counts were of less than 20 birds the flocks at Iwahig Penal Colony, Palawan of 3,000+ birds are most noteworthy as well as a overnight roost site in Rizal, Pangasinan with 1,800 birds.

White Egret sp

Many reports of egrets unassigned to species were received, the most noteworthy being the flocks off the North Luzon Expressway (regularly 1000+ birds) and a flock of 252 birds flying towards the reclamation area on Oct. 25.

Black-Crowned Night Heron

Nycticorax nycticorax
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Now, a common bird around the Philippines – particularly in Luzon and a fact illustrated by the discovery of a nesting colony within Metro Manila in the Asia World complex in 2002. This colony was estimated to have about 150 breeding pairs on July 6 and an evening count of immature birds leaving the site on July 20 totaled 290 or a total population of around 590 individuals. However, eggs and chicks were increasingly being collected by nearby communities. Numbers dropped off rapidly after the end of the breeding season in August.  Other sightings in MM included at the Zoo, Makati, UP Campus and the Cemeteries!

Elsewhere, small numbers were recorded in Laguna, Taal, Candaba & Pasak River Pampanga, San Pablo, Iwahig Palawan, and Pangasinan with no count higher than 10 birds.

Rufous Night Heron

Nycticorax caledonicus

A scarcer bird (although some may escape unidentified among Black-crowned Night-Herons) with records outside MM only from UP Los Banos (13 on Jan. 26), San Pablo City (1 on May 17) and Montible Highway, Palawan (1 Dec. 7).

In MM a breeding colony of more than 100 pairs in Paranaque was not re-established in 2003. It is speculated this was either because of competition with the previous species or due to disturbance in the former breeding area. However, up to 20 were seen at Tambo in the spring and up to 6 were present in the Manila Zoo colony, including 2 juveniles.

Cinnamon Bittern

Ixobrychus cinnamomeus

A common bird throughout lowland Philippines although not always reported. The highest count came from Candaba where 20 were seen on Sept. 14.

In MM, 1-2 birds regularly seen in the Paranaque area with sightings coming also from the old Nayong Pilipino, Libingan ng mga Bayani, Ninoy Aquino Park Q.C. among others.

Yellow Bittern

Ixobrychus sinensis

Similarly common but under reported. 50+ were at Candaba on Sept. 14 and the species was reported from provinces around the country mainly in the winter months. In MM, up to 5 birds were seen in the coastal area, but 1-2 were present in every month of the year.

Also reported from the old Nayong Pilipino, Libingan ng mga Bayani and UP Diliman.

Black Bittern

Dupetor flavicollis

Only reported from Candaba Marsh where the normal breeding population was well represented in September with up to 20 birds flying around. The last, a single bird, was recorded at Candaba on Oct. 12.

* Black-faced Spoonbill

Platalea minor

After an absence of nearly 100 years, the discovery of 3 birds on Batanes in 2002 was demonstrated not to be an extreme record when 3 were discovered in Iwahig Penal Colony, Palawan on Dec. 3 and were still present in early 2004. A detailed description is with the WBCP archives. Hopefully the report confirms the more regular return of the globally endangered species to the country.

Wandering Whistling-Duck

Dendrocygna arcuata

Under reported with just a single record of 943 birds at Malasi Lakes, Cabagan, Isabela between Jan 17-21.

Northern Pintail

Anas acuta

Similarly under-reported with just two records; of 586 birds at Malasi Lakes, Cabagan, Isabela between Jan 17-21 and a single at Subic Bay on Jan 24.

Philippine Duck

Anas luzonica
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Localized with Subic Bay being one of the best places to see this species. Up to 1,300 birds were there on Dec. 8-9 and 400+ on Jan. 24. Elsewhere 184 were counted at Malasi Lakes, Cabagan, Isabela between Jan 17-21, 14 on the Pasak River, Pampanga on Oct. 14 and 15+ birds were seen at Brgy. Salvacion, Andangan, Quezon on Dec. 28-29.

Eurasian Wigeon

Anas penelope

Rarely recorded with just two records of 205 birds at Malasi Lakes, Cabagan, Isabela between Jan 17-21 and 3 on the Pasak River, Pampanga on October 4.

Garganey

Anas querquedula

Poorly recorded this year with just three records; of 816 birds at Malasi Lakes, Cabagan, Isabela between Jan 17-21, 10 at Candaba on Sept. 14 and a 15+ were seen at Brgy. Salvacion, Andangan, Quezon on Dec. 28-29.

Northern Shoveler

Anas clypeata

Recorded only from 2 sites; Malasi Lakes (586 on Jan 17-21) and Subic Bay (max. 50 on Dec. 8-9).

Tufted Duck

Aythya fuligula

Recorded only from 3 sites; Malasi Lakes (1,273 on Jan 17-21), 20 flying south along the Coastal Road towards Cavite on Oct. 2nd  and a single at Subic Bay on Dec. 8-9.

Duck spp.

Anas spp.

Ducks were recorded in the Caylabne Bay area and 50 duck spp. flew north over Tambo on Oct. 26.

Osprey

Pandion haliaetus

Widespread but uncommon – singles seen in Subic, Palawan, Ternate Cavite, Pico de Loro Cavite, Kalayaan Laguna, and Silang Cavite.

In MM, wintering birds at the Paranaque complex peaked at 3 on Dec. 15 while a single was also seen at La Mesa Dam on Dec. 7.

Jerdon’s Baza

Aviceda jerdoni

A single record on February 13 from the forest of  Pico de Loro (Mt. Palay-Palay-Mataas na Gulod National Park), Cavite is the only record from 2003.

Oriental Honeybuzzard

Pernis ptilorhyncus

A scarce species, reported between Jan-April and Nov. from Talaytay Watershed, Aurora; Mt. Kitanglad, Bukidnon (2); PICOP, Bislig; Pico de Loro (Mt. Palay-Palay National Park), Cavite (3), Mt. Halcon, Mindoro. 

Barred Honeybuzzard

Pernis celebensis

A single record from PICOP, Bislig, Mindanao on Jan.29-30.

Black-shouldered Kite

Elanus caeruleus

Now seemingly very rare – just a single record from Mt. Salaysay, Davao, on Feb. 1 is of concern.

* Black Kite

Milvus migrans 

A single bird of the subspecies lineatus (Black-eared Kite ) was present in the protected area around Pico de Loro, Cavite on Feb. 13 and March 16. If accepted by external review this would be the 2nd record for the Philippines (the other being in 1902). A description is in WBCP archives.

Brahminy Kite

Haliastur indus
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Well reported though not in great numbers. Seen in Mag-Alambak Forest, Cebu; Subic Bay; Mt. Kitanglad, Bukidnon;  around Pico de Loro , Cavite; Punta Fuego, Batangas; Boracay Island; Pililia, Rizal and Silang, Cavite.

The protected area around Pico de Loro remained a great place to watch this bird with up 21 present

In MM, a single was present at the American Cemetery from Oct. 11 to the end of the year and a well-publicized individual collapsed in the Malacanang grounds on Oct. 22.

White-Bellied Sea-Eagle

Haliaeetus leucogaster

Only 4 records of this species submitted – – with 3 from Palawan (2 birds at Iwahig and singles on the Montible Highway and on Busuanga) and 1 reported at Ternate, Cavite on Feb. 23. Though become scarce the Club is aware of other reports from the Sulu Sea area, Mindoro Oriental, Siargao and Cagayan

* Cinerous Vulture

Aegypius monachus

The first Philippine record is of an apparent wild bird caught in November 2002, Batanes Island. The bird was held captive on location during 2003 despite several attempts by the Club to get it released or transferred to South Korea where it is a regular winter visitor

Eastern Marsh-Harrier

Circus spilonotus

Few visits to Candaba meant that a single bird there on Oct. 12 is the only record.

Pied Harrier

Circus melanoleucos

A single adult male was observed flying south over Westgrove Heights, Cavite on Sept. 22.

Harrier Sp

Circus sp.

2 birds at Tambo on May 25th were unassigned to species although by field notes submitted and date it is likely they were Pied Harriers.

Japanese Sparrowhawk

Accipiter gularis

Singles seen at Westgrove Hts., Cavite on March 1 & Sept. 26, the American Cemetery (Oct. 19 & 25), Caylabne Bay on Nov. 11, La Mesa Dam on Dec. 7 and Angangan, Quezon on Dec. 28-29.

Chinese Goshawk

Accipiter soloensis

The last bird of the spring was recorded on April 12 and the first of the autumn on Sept. 26. No significant migration was recorded – the largest flock being 18 birds at Westgrove, Cavite on Sept. 26 and 10 on Sept. 28.

In MM, recorded only from the American Cemetery on Oct. 3 & 12 (2 birds).

Grey-faced Buzzard

Butastur indicus

The last bird of the spring was at Westgrove on March 1st while the first arrival was also at Westgrove on Oct. 11. Flocks were seen at Westgrove (33 on Oct. 19, 21 on Oct 22) and Tibanglan, Laguna (36 on Oct. 19).

Singles were recorded elsewhere (Mt. Makiling; Talaytay, Aurora; Maragondon, Quezon; Binangonan) and 2 birds at the American Cemetery on Nov. 2 & 21.

Crested Serpent-Eagle

Spilornis cheela

Regularly seen at Mt. Makiling (up to 2 birds), also in the Pico de Loro area (1) and Iwahig Penal Colony, Palawan (2).  A rather poor showing, but definitely underreported.

Philippine Eagle

Pithecophaga jefferyi

The bird is under reported. Only two reports received. One pair with a nestling near Davao on Feb 1 and one bird caught in Quezon Province on Oct. 24. It is now with PAWB in Quezon City.

Rufous-bellied Eagle

Hieraaetus kienerii

Seen at Aurora Memorial National Park. National Park on Jan. 23, Mt. Kitanglad, Bukidnon on Jan. 27 and Mt. Halcon, Mindoro on April 13. No records were received from Subic.

Philippine Hawk-Eagle

Spizaetus philippensis

Reported from the Pico de Loro area on March 16; Mt. Halcon, Mindoro on April 13-14 (2); and Subic Bay on Nov 29 & Dec. 8-9.
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Philippine Falconet

Microhierax erythrogenys

Recorded at Talaytay Watershed, Aurora (2 on Jan. 21); Pico de Loro-area on Feb. 13 (5); PICOP, Mindanao (2 on Jan. 30) and Subic Bay on Jan 24 (2), Nov 29 (9) & Dec. 8-9 (4).

Eurasian Kestrel (Common Kestrel)

Falco tinnunculus

A single at Westgrove Hts., Cavite on April 8 is the only record.

Peregrine

Falco peregrinus

Singles  were recorded throughout the year around the country at Mt. Kitanglad, Bukidnon (Jan. 26); Nasugbu, Batangas (Feb 1); St. Paul’s, Palawan (Feb. 5); Westgrove Hts., Cavite (Feb. 23 & Oct. 22); Susanna Hts., Laguna (March 6), San Pablo City, Laguna (March 22 & Dec. 22-24), Pico de Loro (June 9 & Nov. 11) and Candaba, Pampanga on Oct.4. The records from Mt. Kitanglad and Pico de Loro were assigned to the subspecies ernest. iSingles were also seen in Makati City on March 13 and at Tambo on  Dec. 19 & 23.

Tabon Scrubfowl (Philippine Megapode)

Megapodius cumingii

4 birds at St. Paul’s, Palawan on Feb. 4 and a single on the same date on Mt. Makiling are the only records. The latter record may be the first from this well-watched site.

Red Junglefowl

Gallus gallus

Records only submitted from St. Paul’s (4 birds); the Pico de Loro-area, Cavite; Westgrove, Cavite and Subic Bay, Zambales (3). However this species is more common and widespread than these records would indicate.

Palawan Peacock-Pheasant

Polyplectron  napoleonis

Four birds at St. Paul’s National Park, Palawan February 4-6 were the only submitted records.

Blue-breasted Quail

Coturnix chinensis

A single seen on the trail to the Tambo Mudflats, Paranaque on Dec. 23.

Barred Buttonquail

Turnix suscitator

Seen on Boracay, Aklan; Kalayaan, Laguna; Montible Highway, Palawan and Westgrove, Cavite. Again however this is a far more widespread species than these would indicate.

In MM, seen at Asiaworld on Sept. 20.

Spotted Buttonquail

Turnix ocellata

The only reported sighting was from Westgrove, Cavite where birds were frequently seen and eggs were found on April 20. 

Buff-banded Rail

Gallirallus philippensis

Only received records from Candaba Marsh; Rizal, Pangasinan; Westgrove, Cavite and at the Tambo mudflats, Paranaque where up to 6 birds were seen.

Barred Rail

Gallirallus torquatus

Reports received  from Boracay, Aklan; Rizal, Pangasinan; Westgrove, Cavite; St. Elena Golf Course, Laguna; Caylabne, Cavite ; Puerto Rivas, Bataan from outside MM. In the MM area birds were seen at Tambo (up to 8), UP, Diliman, Ateneo, Libingan ng mga Bayani, Asia World, La Vista Subdivision and the best known site – the American Cemetery where up to 9 birds were seen.

Red-legged Crake

Rallina fasciata

An adult with nest and chick were seen well at Tibanglan, Kalayaan, Laguna on Oct. 19. Details of this excellent record are with the club.

Ruddy-breasted Crake

Porzana fusca

An adult was present at Tambo mudflats on Dec. 15 & 19th with a juvenile there on Dec. 23. Other crakes had been seen in the area prior to this date that were possibly this species.

White-browed Crake

Porzana cinerea

Records only received from Candaba, Pampanga (up to 5); Iwahig, Palawan and Montible Highway, Palawan. 

In MM, seen at Tambo mudflats (2 on Dec. 19) and Nayong Pilipino (imm. On Dec.21).

Plain Bush Hen

Amaurornis  olivacea

A common resident but under-reported; outside of MM, it was seen at PICOP, Bislig; Westgrove, Cavite; Rizal, Pangasinan; Cabuyao, Laguna and Andangan, Quezon.

In MM, heard and seen regularly at Asia World (up to 8 birds) and once heard at La Mesa Dam, Q.C. (Dec. 7).

It is regrettable to note that no records were received from the American Cemetery, where there used to be a small breeding population.

[image: image10.png]



White-breasted Waterhen

Amaurornis phoenicurus

Again a common resident but under-reported; outside of MM, it was heard or  seen at Candaba, Pampanga; Westgrove, Cavite; Cabuyao, Laguna; Subic Bay and Iwahig, Palawan.

In MM, records came from UP Diliman (several sites), Ateneo, N. Aquino Park, Tambo (single record) and Nayong Pilipino.

Watercock

Gallicrex cinerea

A scarce resident with records only from Cabuyao, Laguna; Candaba, Pampanga and Montible Highway, Palawan (6 birds).

In MM, a small population was present in the Asiaworld area.

Common Moorhen
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Gallinula chloropus

Recorded mainly in the winter months from Candaba, Pampanga (up to 10); Lubao, Pampanga; Rizal, Pangasinan; Cabuyao, Laguna; and Iwahig & Montible Highway, Palawan.

In MM, it is a scarce bird in the coastal areas (up to 6 at Tambo mudflats on Dec. 24) with a single record from La Mesa Dam.

Eurasian Coot (Common Coot)

Fulica atra

A single record from La Mesa Dam, Q.C. on Dec. 7 illustrates how scarce this species has now become in the Philippines (and in all of S.E. Asia).

Pheasant-tailed Jacana 

Hydrophasianus chirurgus

Reports received only from Candaba and Lubao in Pampanga in September and October. 

Greater Painted Snipe

Rostratula benghalensis

Reports received only from Candaba in Pampanga and Iwahig, Palawan of this fairly common bird. 

Grey Plover

Pluvialis squatarola

Peak counts of 541 birds at Olango between Jan 17-21, 150 on March 23 and 100 on Sept. 16 (also the last and first records of the winter season). Also reported from Pasak River, Pampanga (3 on Oct. 4), Puerto Princesa, Palawan (2 on Dec. 4) and Puerto Rivas, Bataan (1 on Dec. 8). 

Asian Golden-Plover (Pacific Golden-Plover)

Pluvialis fulva

A common winter visitor seen at Olango (max. 72 in Jan), Candaba (100 in Oct), Pasak River (20+ in Oct.), Iwahig, Palawan (max. 12 in Dec.) and the peak count of 330 in Puerto Rivas, Bataan on Dec. 8.

In MM, it is also a regular winter species with a maximum count of 100+ on Dec. 15 from the coastal wetlands of Paranaque being outside of the normal range of <20 birds.

The last record was Feb. 7 and the first Sept 14.

* Common Ringed-Plover

Charadrius hiaticula

A first winter bird was at Olango on March 23 (JM). The second record for the country, if accepted by external review. Notes are in the WBCP archives. 

Little Ringed-Plover

Charadrius dubius

A common winter visitor with some breeding populations. Seen in small numbers in Palawan and Pampanga with the only significant number being 1,310 at Puerto Rivas, Bataan on Dec. 8.

A common bird in the coastal area of Paranaque, MM, seen in every month of the year with a maximum of count of 150+ in December.

Kentish Plover

Charadrius alexandrinus

Locally common around the country with 121 birds at Olango on Jan 17, 360 at Puerto Rivas, Bataan on Dec. 8. and smaller numbers at Candaba, Pasak River, Iwahig and Montible Highway.

Normally present in small numbers in the coastal areas of Paranaque, MM. The peak count was only 20+ birds on Dec. 15.

Malaysian Plover

Charadrius peronii

Due to the ease of mis-identification with the previous species the following records are the only included in this report St. Paul’s, Palawan (2 on Feb. 5) and, Olango Island (5 on March 23).

Lesser Sand-Plover

Charadrius mongolus

A common winter visitor with several hundred birds at Olango, peaking at 1,329 on the Jan 17 count. Recorded elsewhere from Pasak River, Pampanga (10 on Oct. 4), a single at Puerto Princesa (Feb 3), Iwahig, Palawan (12) and finally 1,310 at Puerto Rivas, Bataan on Dec. 8. 

In MM, a regular species in small numbers at the Tambo wetland areas with normally up to 20 birds seen. A count of 100+ on Dec. 19 at Tambo was exceptional.

Greater Sand-Plover

Charadrius leschenaultii

Much scarcer than the above species with 35-40 birds at Olango through the winter and other wise 1-2 birds at Puerto Princesa and St. Paul’s in Palawan; and Pasak River and Puerto Rivas in North Manila Bay.

Far Eastern Curlew

Numenius madagascariensis

Recorded in small numbers from Olango Island (up to 26) .

Curlew sp

Record of 12 birds at Pasak River, Pampanga on Oct 12 was of either Eurasian or Far Earstern Curlews.

Eurasian Curlew

Numenius arquata

Small numbers recorded regularly at Olango (up to 11 birds only).

Whimbrel

Numenius phaeopus

Relatively widespread but only Olango having more than a few individuals - up to 235 on Jan 17. Elsewhere seen in St. Paul’s & Puerto P, Princesa, Palawan; Pasak River, Pampanga and Andangan, Quezon.

In MM, there were 4 sightings of up to 3 birds between Sept. 20 & Oct. 16 in the reclamation area.

Bar-tailed Godwit

Limosa lapponica

Only recorded from Olango Island where the peak count was 244 birds on Jan. 17.

Black-tailed Godwit

Limosa limosa

Only recorded from Olango Island with a single record of 20 birds on Jan. 17.

Godwit spp.

Limosa spp

20 birds either Bar-tailed Godwits or Asian Dowitchers were seen in the Pasak River, Pampanga on Oct. 4.
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Common Redshank

Tringa totanus

Seen in some numbers only in Olango and parts of Manila Bay – peak counts being 463 at Olango on Jan. 17 and 150+ at the Pasak River, Pampanga on Oct. 4. In the coastal area of MM, there were a few sightings of <10 birds. A single remarkable count of 145 birds at the Coastal Lagoon on Dec. 15 was from a site normally close to the public. Eventually the most important of the wetlands left in southern MM. 

The only other sites that had this species were Candaba (1) and Iwahig, Palawan (12).

Common Greenshank

Tringa nebularia

A relatively widespread winter visitor seen in a variety of locations although rarely with any concentrations. Olango had up to 30 (March 23) and Candaba 20 birds on Sept. 14. It was however the Manila Bay area that excelled (and continued into early 2004) with 50+ at Pasak River on Oct. 4, 120 at Mangrove Island, Paranaque on Oct. 26, 430 at Puerto Rivas, Bataan on Dec. 8  and finally 308 at the Coastal Lagoon, Paranaque on Dec. 15.

Green Sandpiper

Tringa ochropus

2 at Tambo and 2 at Mangrove Island on Oct. 26 were the only MM sightings, while elsewhere a single was seen at Rizal, Pangasinan on Nov. 8 and up to 12 seen at Iwahig, Palawan on Dec.5 is a good record.

Wood Sandpiper

Tringa glareola

A common winter visitor and recorded from several rice areas – the peak count being 200+ at Candaba on Sept. 14. 2 birds at the reclamation area of Paranaque on Sept. 26 were followed by a single at the lagoon on Oct. 2.
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Common Sandpiper

Tringa hypoleucos

A very widespread winter visitor in small numbers – seen in Olango, Palawan, Taal, Candaba, Pasak River, Binangonan, Cabuyao, Bataan, Cavite, all areas of MM Bay and Quezon. The highest counts were of 13 at Tambo, 10 birds at Lubao and Montible Highway, Palawan. 

The last sighting was April 7 and the first birds of the autumn were already back by July 6.

Terek Sandpiper

Xenus cinerea 

Only recorded at Olango with a peak count of 53 birds on Jan 17. Last record was on March 23 and the first record of the autumn on Sept. 16.

Marsh Sandpiper

Tringa stagnatilis

A locally common winter visitor to various fresh water and coastal wetlands, seen at Iwahig & Montible Highway Palawan (12 & 20 respectively), Candaba Marsh ( 20 on Sept 14) and Pasak River (4). Small numbers were recorded in the Paranaque coastal area although a peak of 145 on Dec. 15 may not be out of the normal range since nearly  all birds were counted in an excellent wetland normally closed to the public (as were several other wader counts on the same day) 

Grey-tailed Tattler

Heteroscelus  brevipes

Recorded from Olango (208 on Jan 17 and 200 on Sept. 16), Puerto Princesa, Palawan (20 on Feb 3) and Puerto Rivas, Bataan (1 on Dec. 8).

Ruddy Turnstone

Arenaria interpres

Olango Island seems to be the only regular site for this species with up to 71 being counted there on Jan. 17. The only other records coming from St. Paul’s Palawan (3 on Feb. 5) and the Reclamation Area, Pasay (3 on Sept. 28).

Asian Dowitcher

Limnodromus semipalmatus

Recorded mainly from Olango Island with fairly small numbers – 10 seen during the wetland count of Jan 17 and 25 on Sept. 16.

A single at Iwahig, Palawan on Dec. 5 was a good sighting.

Swinhoe’s Snipe

Gallinago megala

The only certain records came from Mt. Makiling with 10+ seen on Jan. 19 and a further 10 at Iwahig, Palawan on Feb. 7. 

Common Snipe

Gallinago gallinago

2 birds were found at Olango on Jan 17, and up to 20 were seen at Candaba on 14 September. These reports do not accurately reflect these birds general abundance in marshy areas around the country.

Red Knot

Calidris canutus

Only recorded at Olango where small numbers recorded – 5 on Jan. 17, 15 on Sept. 16 and 5 on Sept. 22.

Great Knot

Calidris tenuirostris

Mainly recorded at Olango where good numbers recorded – 285 on Jan. 17, 100 on Sept. 16 and 305 on Sept. 22.

The only other record came from Pasak River, Pampanga where 12 were found on Oct. 12.

Sanderling

Calidris alba

A single report of 4 at Olango on March 23 is surprising as this species is normally present in small numbers. A sighting of 2 birds at Iwahig on Dec. 6 would be a new record for Palawan and is of  interest for being out of normal habitat.

Rufous-necked Stint (Red-necked Stint )

Calidris ruficollis 

Seen in Iwahig and Puerto Princesa Palawan (6 and 30 birds), Olango (up to 3,000 in March on the return migration, 870 on Sep. 22 but no figure for the January count), and Manila Bay. A flock of 300 Stint Sp. at Pasak River on Oct. 4 was probably mainly this species while 30 were found at Puerto Rivas, Bataan and following regular use of telescopes at Tambo mudflats, the species was found on most visits from Sept. with up to 20 birds present.

Long-toed Stint

Calidris subminuta

Recorded at Iwahig, Palawan (up to 15), Candaba March (up to 50) and Puerto Rivas, Bataan (4 birds). Again, the regular use of a spotting scope at Tambo mudflats, Paranaque started to turn up birds on each visit, with 10-15 regularly present.

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper

Calidris acuminata

1 at Olango on March 23, another at Candaba on Sept. 14 and 2 at Tambo on Oct. 26 are the only records.

Curlew Sandpiper

Calidris ferruginea

A regular at Olango (up to 271 on Jan 17) but only recorded at Puerto Rivas, Bataan where a good flock of 170 were found on Dec. 8.

Broad-billed Sandpiper

Limicola falcinellus

20 at Olango on March 23. Not found on several visits to Olango in the autumn.

Oriental Pratincole

Glareola maldivarum

A local migrant and breeder with large flocks seen after breeding in the summer. The discovery of a breeding colony of 15-20 pairs in the Reclamation Area, Pasay will be a wonderful memory soon as this site is swallowed up by the sprawl of construction.

Largest flocks seen were 500+ over Westgrove, Cavite.

Black-winged Stilt

Himantopus himantopus

Only recorded in the last quarter of the year with up to 190 at Candaba, a few at Tarlac, Pasak River, Lubao, Iwahig and Montible Highway, Palawan (all <30 birds). A handful of sightings in Manila Bay of this elegant wader are – 4 on Sept. 20 & Oct. 16, and singles on Oct. 2 and Dec. 15.

Black-headed Gull

Larus ridibundus

Only recorded in Manila Bay – Coastal Lagoon (2 March 2), Tambo mudflats (5 Dec. 24) and 4 at Puerto Rivas, Bataan on Dec.8. 

Gull-billed tern

Sterna nilotica

Regular at Olango Island (up to 18 on Sept. 22) but singles at Pasig River (Jan 11), Pasak River (Oct. 4) Tambo (Oct. 26) and Puerto Rivas (Dec. 8) were the only other records.

Black-naped Tern

Sterna sumatrana

An excellent count of 76 fishing in three different flocks off Puka Beach, Boracay on July 27. Otherwise just 6 birds at Puerto Princesa (Dec. 4) and a single off Rasa Island, Palawan the same day were the only other records.

Great Crested Tern

Sterna bergii

30 at Narra, Palawan on Feb. 7 and 1 off Boracay on July 27 were the only records. Interestingly none were present at Olango where in previous years this species was quite regular.

A possible MM record was reported from the area of Coastal lagoon on Nov. 9

Common Tern

Sterna hirundo

Olango was the best place to see this species (up to 167 on Sept. 22) though it was also recorded in Manila Bay on a few occasions; 10 + Pasak River on Oct. 4; 25 Puerto Rivas on Dec. 8; off Paranaque (3 on Sept. 3, 3 on Sept. 19, 7 on Sept. 20) and a single juvenile at Tambo on Oct. 26.

Aleutian Tern  

Sterna aleutica

3 adults migrating south in Manila Bay was observed at close range from the pier of CCP, Manila on October 30. If acknowledged by external review it would be the 2nd record of the country since 1984 although its presence may be under-recorded as sea-watching is rarely done in the country.

Little Tern
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Sterna albifrons

Regular at Olango (up to 15 birds) and then a scattering of records off Manila -  20 reported from the mouth of the Pasig on Jan. 11 is an unusual high number for the bay area. Other records are 4 at the Tambo coast, Paranaque on Feb. 2, ‘a few’ on March 8 and 3 passing on Sept. 20.

White-winged Tern

Chlidonias leucopterus

A winter and passage migrant mostly recorded in March-April and Sept-October. Seen in several areas including Manila Bay, but largest numbers seen at Candaba (300+) in September and Pasak River (1000+ in October) in coastal fishponds of  Pampanga.

Whiskered Tern

Chlidonias hybridus

Very common winter visitor with records up until May 10 and starting again in the autumn on Sept. 9. Huge numbers recorded in Manila Bay – with only up to a few hundred recorded elsewhere.

In Manila Bay, the peak was of 8,000+ on Oct. 26 was from the Paranaque-Manila area but flocks approaching this number were present both in fishponds of Pampanga and offshore for several weeks in October- November with several counts made of 2-3,000 or more birds.

Thick-billed Green-Pigeon

Treron curvirostra

12 seen on the Montible Highway, Palawan on Dec. 7.

Pompadour Green-Pigeon

Treron pompadora

[image: image15.jpg]


Seen regularly at Subic Bay in small numbers (maximum 8 birds) and a single record of 20 birds from PICOP, Bislig on Jan. 30.

Pink-necked Green-Pigeon

Treron vernans

Recorded from Iwahig, Palawan (1); Puerto Azul, Cavite (3); Olango (up to 20 regularly) and Montible Highway, Palawan (10).

White-eared Brown-Dove

Phapitreron leucotis

A widespread endemic, seen in 1-2’s in the following provinces; Laguna, Cavite, Davao, and Zambales. In addition a few sites were found in MM for this species – American Cemetery, Libingan ng mga Bayani, UP Diliman, and the Ever Memorial Gardens in Muntinlupa.

Amethyst Brown-Dove

Phapitreron amethystina

Recorded from Talaytay Watershed, Aurora on Jan 21 (1) and Subic Bay on Dec 8 (2).

Yellow-breasted Fruit-Dove

Ptilinopus occipitalis

This beautiful bird was regularly recorded from a few sites, notably; PICOP, Bislig; Pico de Loro/ Caylabne area; Mt. Makiling; and a single record from Mt. Halcon, Mindoro.

Black-chinned Fruit-Dove

Ptilinopus leclancheri

Regularly recorded at Mt. Makiling with the only other record of 4 birds at PICOP, Bislig on Jan. 30. 

Mindoro Imperial-Pigeon

Ducula mindorensis

2 birds seen at about 1,200m on Mt. Halcon, Mindoro on April 13.

Green Imperial-Pigeon

Ducula aenea

Under reported but becoming scarce. Only records with the club were singles at Subic on Jan 24 and at Tibanglan, Kalayaan, Laguna on Aug. 2. 

Metallic Pigeon

Columba vitiensis

Only one set of reports with the club – up to 5 birds on Mt. Halcon, Mindoro on April 14.

Reddish Cuckoo-Dove

Macropygia phasianella

This species is now reclassified to Philippine Cuckoo-Dove Macropygia tenuirostris. Scarce and little recorded. Seen regularly at Mt. Makiling (up to 3 on Feb 4), also reported from Mt. Halcon, Mindoro (prob. 10 birds), Mt. Apo, Davao (1), flying across the road in Famy, Laguna (Oct. 12) and at Westgrove, Cavite (Nov.).

Island Collard-Dove

Streptopelia bitorquata

Recorded only at Talaytay Watershed, Aurora on Jan 21 (1), Candaba Marsh (2 on Sept. 14 & Oct. 4) and in the Asiaworld-reclamation area (singles on Aug. 10 & Oct. 2).

Red Turtle-Dove

Streptopelia tranquebarica

Reported from Cabanatuan, Talaytay Watershed, Puerto Azul, Dagupan City, Rizal, Pangasinan, Cabuyao and Westgrove, Cavite. In addition much reduced numbers were still at the American Cemetery (max. 5) and a single was seen at Nayong Pilipino on Dec. 21.

Spotted Dove
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Streptopelia chinensis

A very common resident.

Zebra Dove

Geopelia striata

A very common resident.

Common Emerald-Dove

Chalcophaps indica

Seen in low numbers in several areas; St. Paul’s and Iwahig, Palawan; Tibanglan, Laguna; Pililia, Rizal; Subic Bay, Caylabne, Cavite and Westgrove, Cavite.

Luzon Bleeding-heart

Gallicolumba luzonica

Singles recorded from the Pico de Loro area on March 16, Subic Bay on Dec. 8 and Mt. Makiling on Dec 11. Other birds were seen at Makiling in February and Hamut Camp in March.
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Guaiabero

Bolbopsittacus lunulatus

Records received from several sites in Luzon with the largest number being 8 in the protected area around Pico de Loro. Otherwise 1-3 seen at Talaytay, Aurora; Subic; Mt. Makiling; Bongabon, Nueva Ecjia; Andangan, Quezon.

Philippine Cockatoo

Cacatua haematuropygia

As expected, only reported from Palawan where 9 were seen between Puerto Princesa and Sabang on Feb. 3, 10 on Rasa Island on Feb. 7 and a very good count of 50 birds on Rasa on Dec. 4. Another pleasant report was from Capual Island, Luuk, Sulu where more than 50 birds were counted by a club member likewise in December.

Blue-naped Parrot

Tanygnathus lucionensis

Palawan, Subic Bay, Sibalom,Panay and Sablayan, Mindoro seem to be the among the main remaining sites for this species – however the maximum count was only 4 at Subic which is much lower than the 20+ which were present just 3-4 years ago. In Palawan, singles were recorded at St. Pauls’ and Narra.

Parrot spp.

Tanygnathus spp.

2 birds in the American Cemetery in October were probably Blue-naped Parrots and almost certainly escapees.

Ring-necked Parakeet

Ptisittacula krameri

Up to 6 birds have apparently established a small breeding population in the American Cemetry, Taguig. The species was recorded throughout the year, but mainly from Aug-Dec. This will be another introduced species added to the country’s avifauna.

Green Racquet-tail

Prioniturus luconensis

Subic remains the stronghold of this species – the maximum being 4 birds at Hill 394 on Nov. 29.

Blue-Crowned Racquet-tail

Prioniturus discurus

A single was reported from Pico de Loro on March 16 and needs to be confirmed to see if this represents an expansion of the species’ range.

Blue-Headed Racquet-tail

Prioniturus platenae

4 on Montible Highway on Dec. 7 was the sole record.

Montane Racquet-tail

Prioniturus montanus

20+ on Mt. Kitanglad, Bukidnon on Jan 26-27 was the sole record.

Racquet-tail spp.

Prioniturus spp.

Several birds seen at 1,200-1,300m on Mt. Halcon, Mindoro were not assigned to species.

Colasisi
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Loriculus philippensis

Although this is a widespread species throughout the country, reports were only received from Luzon. The highest count was of  7 at Subic and 8 from Makiling.

In MM, the species was discovered to be amazingly widespread – this being one of the first revelations of the e-group record generation capabilities. Numbers were small (the most being 3 at La Vista and in an INC compound in Cubao) although 10 birds were caught at the East Asian Pastoral Institute grounds and later releasef. Other areas the bird was recorded included; Tripa de Galina (Makati), Roberts Street (Pasay), N. Aquino Park (QC), Ateneo (QC), Salvacio (QC), Valle Verde 1 (Pasig), Balintawak (QC), Rizal Park, Bay City Reclamation Area & Sta. Cruz (all Manila).

It would be very interesting to see if all birds are of the Luzon subspecies (as many are probably escapees) and to monitor closely if the species can adapt to the urban environment as have many other parrot species around the world.

Chestnut-winged Cuckoo

Clamator coromandus

Only 2 records – 3 birds in Mabayuan River, Olangapo is only the second record of more than one bird (to our knowledge) and is quite exceptional; also a single bird was seen in the Tambo area on December 16 but not rediscovered. No birds were found in the cemeteries for the first time in a few years.

Hodgson’s Hawk-Cuckoo

Cuculus fugax

This species has been split by all authorities to Philippine Hawk-Cuckoo .

Obviously under reported – only records coming from Westgrove (probably 10 singing males) between May-August and 2 on Mt. Makiling on April 12.

Oriental Cuckoo

Cuculus saturatus

A single on Mt. Makiling on April 12 is the sole record.

Indian Cuckoo

Cuculus micropterus

One on Mt. Makiling on Feb. 4 and one in Rizal, Pangasinan on 8-9 November were the only reports received.

Plaintive Cuckoo

Cacomantis merulinus

Also under-reported with singles seen at St. Paul’s & Montible Highway, Palawan, Mt. Makiling and the Pico de Loro area. A bird was seen at Ateneo, Q.C. on June 24 was either this species or the next.

Brush Cuckoo 

Cacomantis variolosus

2 were seen at Mag-Alambak Forest, Cebu on Jan 4; with singles on Mt. Halcon on April 13, and Mt. Makiling on June 13. All were the subspecies sepucralis(Rusty-breasted Cuckoo)

Violet Cuckoo

Chrysococcyx xanthorhynchus

Singles at Talaytay Watershed, Aurora and PICOP, Bislig were the only records received.

Philippine Drongo Cuckoo

Surniculus lugubris

One at PICOP on Jan. 30 and a single and 2 heard on Mt. Makiling on Jan 19 and Dec. 11 were the only records submitted.

Asian Drongo Cuckoo

Surniculus lugubris

One at Iwahig, Palawan on Dec. 6
Common Koel (Asian Koel)
Eudynamys scolopacea

Only one report of 2 birds from Boracay Island on Nov 23-30
Scale-feathered Malkoha

Phaenicophaeus cumingi

Reported only in Luzon – most often on Makiling but also seen at Talaytay, Aurora; Pico de Loro area, Cavite and La Mesa Dam in Quezon City.

Chestnut-breasted Malkoha

Phaenicophaeus curvirostris
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Only recorded from Iwahig, Palawan; 2 on Dec. 5th. 

Red-crested Malkoha

Phaenicophaeus superciliosus

Reported only in Luzon – most often on Makiling (up to 10) but also seen at Talaytay, Aurora; Pico de Loro area, Cavite, Kalayaan, Laguna and La Mesa Dam in Quezon City (2).

Greater Coucal

Centropus sinensis

Only recorded from Iwahig, Palawan; 1 on the Feb.7. 

Lesser Coucal

Centropus bengalensis

Commonly seen throughout the country including in MM.

Philippine Coucal

Centropus viridis

Commonly seen throughout the country (except Palawan) including in MM.

Grass Owl

Tyto capensis

Only records came from Candaba, Aurora and on Mt. Kitanglad. In MM, seen in the reclaimation are of Pasayon 4 occasions during the middle of the year.Not in clubfiles

Mindoro Scops-Owl

Otus mindorensis

Relatively common at 1,200m on Mt. Halcon on April 13-14.

Luzon Scops-Owl

Otus longicornis

Recorded close to the Mt. Data Lodge, on Mt. Data, Northern Luzon in March.

Mantanani Scops-Owl

Otus mantananensis

Recorded only from Rasa Island, Palawan – a single on Feb.7 and 2 on Dec.4.

Philippine Scops-Owl

Otus megalotis

Recorded from Mt. Makiling, Westgrove, Cavite and Talaytay Watershed, Aurora. Young birds fledged in April at Makiling and Westgrove.

Giant Scops-Owl

Mimizuku gurneyi

A single record from Mt. Kitanglad, Bukidnon on Jan. 26.

Philippine Eagle-Owl

Bubo philippensis

Recorded at Talaytay, Aurora, Subic (Hill 394) and up to 3 birds at Kalayaan, Laguna between 10-12 April. A single was heard calling at Hill 394, Subic Bay on Nov. 29

Philippine Hawk-Owl

Ninox philippensis

Singles recorded  from Talaytay, Aurora, Subic,  Kalayaan, Laguna and Sibalom, Panay. At Mt. Makiling, Laguna 3 birds were calling on Jan 19. The mindoro subspecies considered by some scientists as a good species Mindoro Hawk-Owl was recorded with 3 birds on Mt. Halcon April 13. 

Spotted Wood-owl

Strix seloputo
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One bird heard in response to tape in Balsahan Forest, Iwahig Penal Colony, Palawan on Dec. 5

Philippine Frogmouth

Batrachostomus septimus

Recorded in low numbers from Mt. Kitanglad, Bukidnon; Baguio & Mt. Data, North Luzon in March; and at Kalayaan, Laguna where birds were heard on several occasions and 2 birds were well seen roosting in daylight on Oct. 19.

Javan Frogmouth

Batrachostomus javensis

One- two recorded at St. Paul’s National Park, Balsahan Forest, Iwahig and Narra, Puerto Princessa on Palawan in February and December.

Great-eared Nightjar

Eurostopodus macrotis

A widespread forest edge bird – but only reported from Subic, Talaytay, Aurora and Kalayaan, Laguna.

One also reported from La Mesa Dam, Q.C. on Dec. 7.

Large-tailed Nightjar

Caprimulgus macrurus

Common frequently in Palawan; at St. Paul’s, Iwahig and Montible Highway (8).

Philippine Nightjar

Caprimulgus manillensis

A very widespread bird – recorded from Mt. Kitanglad, Bukidnon; Kalayaan, Laguna (6); Montible Highway, Palawan; Westgrove, Cavite (6-8) and Baguio, Luzon. 

One reported from La Mesa Dam, Q.C. on Dec. 7.

Savanna Nightjar

Caprimulgus affinis

Only reported from Talaytay, Aurora and from within MM where it occurs in Pasig (Meralco compound), Ayala Alabang and with 2 sightings from the Coastal area (a single and 2 birds).

Island Swiftlet (Uniform Swiftlet)

Aerodramus  vanikorensis

Widely reported from around MM and the country. Large numbers frequently seen congregating during passage of low pressure systems– over 8,000 passed over Pasay and Makati on Dec. 8 are the largest recorded.

Philippine Swiftlet

Aerodramus mearnsi

Records only received from the summit of Mt. Makiling. This may be only the 2nd record from this well-studied area. The Club is still trying to ascertain the date of this record. 
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Glossy Swiftlet

Collocalia esculenta

Widely reported from around the country but rare in MM (only 1 reported). Up to 1,000 were found breeding in an old American artillery magazine in Subic.

Pygmy Swiftlet

Collocalia troglodytes

Recorded in small numbers from Talaytay, Aurora; PICIP, Bislig; Kalayaan, Laguna; Pico de Loro area, Cavite; Labi, Nueva Ecjia; Binangonan and Andangan, Quezon.

Philippine Needletail

Mearnsia picina

Only recorded from PICOP, Surigao del Sur in Jan (up to 5).

Brown-backed Needletail

Hirundapus giganteus

Only recorded from St. Paul’s, Palawan on Feb. 5 (3 birds).

Purple Needletail

Hirundapus celebensis

Widepread – seen in Subic, Talaytay, Davao, Mt. Halcon, Famy Laguna and in the MM area – always low numbers with the maximum numbers being 50+ birds at Ateneo in early December.

Fork-tailed Swift

Apus pacificus

Seen irregularly – a single at Mabayuan River, Olangapo on March 21; 20 at Pico de Loro roadside, Cavite on Nov. 11; 24 at Subic Bay on Nov. 24 and 6 at Libingan ng mga Bayani, MM on Jan. 5.

House Swift

Apus nipalensis

The only records received outside of MM were from San Pablo City where low numbers were observed (max. 5) at various times through the year. In MM, small numbers were seen in Makati, Tambo area and a colony at the Philippine Heart Centre. The latter numbered 40 birds that was evidently below previous years counts.

Asian Palm-Swift

Cypsiurus balasiensis

Seen around the country at various sites – the maximum count being 44+ birds at Sampaloc Lake, San Pedro Laguna. Not seen in MM.

Whiskered Treeswift

Hemiprocne comata
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Seen around the country at various forest sites – the maximum count being 8 birds at Subic Bay.

Philippine Trogon

Harpactes ardens

Only a few reports of this widespread but scarce bird – from Mt. Makiling, Talaytay Watershed in Aurora and PICOP, Bislig.

Dollarbird

Eurystomus orientalis

A single at Mt. Makiling, and up to 2 birds at Iwahig and between Puerto Princesa & Sabang were the only reports received.

Common Kingfisher

Alcedo atthis

A very common winter visitor throughout the country including MM. The last record of the spring was April 7 and the first of the autumn, Sept. 14. 

Indigo-banded Kingfisher

Alcedo cyanopecta

The best site to see this bird remained at Mt. Makiling while it was also recorded from Talaytay, Aurora.

Silvery Kingfisher

Alcedo argentata

2 at PICOP, Bislig on Jan 29 were the only registered sightings.

Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher

Ceyx erithacus

This species has been split by all authorites to Black-backed Kingfisher Ceyx erithaca 

1-2 seen at St. Paul’s, Iwahig and Narra on Palawan.

Stork-billed Kingfisher

Pelargopsis capensis

Individuals of the gouldi race seen at St. Paul’s and Rasa Island, Palawan.

Ruddy Kingfisher

Halcyon coromanda

2 seen at Pico de Loro on Feb 23 and a single at Asia World, MM on July 10 were the only records.

White-throated Kingfisher

Halcyon smyrnensis

A common resident throughout the country. In MM, it is much rarer – seen only once at each of; N. Aquino Park, Libingan ng mga Bayani, and the Coastal Road Lagoon, Paranaque.

Rufous-lored Kingfisher

Todiramphus winchelli

A pair at PICOP on Jan 30 was the only record.

White-collared Kingfisher

Todiramphus chloris

A very widespread bird around the country. In MM, seen in UP, Ateneo, both Cemeteries (up to 10), Tambo and the Coastal Lagoon complex, La Mesa Dam, N. Aquino Park, Nayong Pilipino, Miriam College, Manila Zoo, Heritage Park and the Arroceros Forest.

Spotted Wood-Kingfisher

Actenoides lindsayi

Frequently recorded at Mt. Makiling with several heard on Jan 19, a single record from Subic on Jan 24 and 2 birds  in the area of  Pico de Loro on March 16.

Blue-capped Wood-Kingfisher

Actenoides hombroni

A pair on Mt. Kitanglad on Jan 26 was the only record submitted.

Blue-throated Bee-eater

Merops viridis

Widely recorded in the country – from Subic, Makiling, Pasak River, Caylabne and Busuanga, Palawan. The largest count was 20+ at Caylabne on Dec. 28.

Blue-tailed Bee-eater
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Merops philippinus

Also widespread – with sightings from Cabanatuan, Olongapo, Makiling, Westgrove, Cabuyao, Candaba, Dagupan, Lubao, Rizal (Pangasinan) and Caylabne. The largest count was 200+ at Westgrove on April 23.

2 birds were also seen at Asia World on July 10 and 4 unidentified bee-eaters were seen at Tambo on April 7.

Tarictic Hornbill

Penelopides manillaei

Recorded from several sites; Talaytay, Aurora (6); Subic Bay (20); Makiling (5), Pico de Loro (30+ in a single flock), 

Mindanao Tarictic Hornbill

Penelopides affinis

Only two reports received from Mt. Kitanglad (1) and PICOP, Bislig (2)
Writhed Hornbill

Aceros leucocephalus

5 birds at PICOP, Bislig on Jan 29 was the only submitted record.

Palawan Hornbill

Anthracoceros marchei

[image: image24.jpg]


3 birds in St. Pauls National Park on Feb 5 and  2-3 birds seen in Iwahig, Palawan on Dec 5-6.

Rufous Hornbill

Buceros hydrocorax

8 in Talaytay, Aurora and a further 8 in Aurora Memorial National Park in January are good records. Otherwise 3 in PICOP was the only other report.

Coppersmith Barbet

Megalaima haemacephala

Only reported from forest and scrub sites in Luzon; Makiling, Subic, Westgrove, Pico de Loro and Kalayaan. Maximum of 4 birds reported.

Philippine Pygmy Woodpecker

Dendrocopos maculatus

Commonly seen all over the country. On Capual Island, Luuk, Sulu the subspecies ramsayi were reported in December as quite common. The susbspecies is proposed as a separate species Sulu Woodpecker and is classifed as globally threatened by IUCN and BirdLife International

In MM recorded from most sites with any significant tree cover – including UP, Ateneo, N. Aquino Park, both Cemeteries, Valle Verde, Bilibid, La Mesa and Nayong Pilipino.

Sooty Woodpecker

Mulleripicus funebris

4 at Talaytay, Aurora and 7 at Subic Bay were the peak counts. Not recorded from any  other sites.

Great Slaty Woodpecker

Mulleripicus pulverulentus

2 seen at Iwahig on Dec. 5.

White-bellied Woodpecker

Dryocopus javensis

1-2 reported from Subic Bay, PICOP, St. Paul’s and Sabang on Palawan and from thet Pico de Loro area.

Greater Flameback

Chrysocolaptes lucidus

1-2 seen at Talaytay Watershed, Aurora; Pico de Loro, Cavite and in Subic Bay.

Common Flameback

Dinopium javanense

Singles at St. Paul’s and the road to Sabang in Palawan.

Red-bellied Pitta

Pitta erythrogaster

An immature at Talaytay Watershed, Aurora on Jan 22, along with singles at St. Paul’s Palawan, PICOP, Bislig and Mt. Makiling in Jan-March and 1 in Dec were the only reports.

Hooded Pitta

Pitta sordida

Just a single report – one bird at Narra-Puerto Princesa, Palawan on Feb. 8.

Whiskered Pitta

Pitta kochi

Seen at Hamut Camp and Ambobok by foreign bird tours in March.

Steere’s Pitta (Azure-breasted Pitta)

Pitta steerii

1 bird at PICOP, Bislig on Jan 29, but also reported from its Bohol stronghold Raja Sikatuna National Park by park staff and by foreign visitors.

Plain Martin

Riparia paludicola

Breeding colonies were found in Lubao, Pampanga with 26 birds and 10+ at a river in Rizal, Pangasinan.

Barn Swallow

Hirundo rustica

Last seen on April 24 and the first bird returning as early as July 8. A very common winter visitor.

Pacific Swallow

Hirundo tahitica

A common resident throughout the country. Highest counts are 100+ from the Calaybne Bay resort area, Cavite. In MM peak count was 20 in Asia World, Paranaque on June 20.

Red-rumped Swallow

Hirundo daurica
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Has been re-classified and split by all authorites to Striated Swallow Hirundo striata

This locally common species has a patchy distribution. Only received reports are from San  Pablo Laguna (single bird) and from the Puerto Azul. Pico de Loro area, Cavite (max 10+) and Ambuklao Dam, Benguet (30). Not reported from MM

Mountain Leaf-Warbler  

Phylloscopus trivirgatus
Present on Mt. Halcon, Mindoro in April  and a probable observation was made en route to the summit of Pico de Loro, Mt. Palay-Palay National Park, Cavite on March

Clamorous Reed-Warbler 

Acrocephalus stentoreus
A common breeding bird in suitable habitat. Records mainly coming from the Pampanga basin plus in the Manila Bay reclamation area (which includes Tambo and Asia World, Paranaque) with more than 5 were seen in April.

Oriental Reed-Warbler 

Acrocephalus orientalis
Seen in very low numbers only at the Manila Bay reclamation area next to water bodies in scrub vegetation/tall grasses where observations range from 1-2 only.  The dates of observation seem to indicate no significant or prolonged absence of this species in the area due to migration.

Tawny Grassbird 

Megalurus timorienses
Recorded year-round as far south as Bukidnon and north as Pangasinan with the highest number of 5 in Tambo and Lubao, Pampanga. 
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Striated Grassbird 

Megalurus palustris
Very common throughout the country with a maximum of ten breeding pairs recorded  in July at the Asia World City, MM. It is also common elsewhere in the coastal reclamation areas.

Gray’s Grashopper-Warbler 

Locustella fasciolata

One bird was netted on Capual Island, near Jolo, Sulu in November or early December.

Philippine Tailorbird 

Orthotomus castaneiceps

Very few records received. One heard at the Talaytay Watershed in Aurora and one seen at Mt Salaysay, Davao and Mag-alambak Forest in Cebu.  2 individuals of the race frontalis were seen at PICOP in Surigao del Sur.  

Grey-backed Tailorbird 

Orthotomus derbianus
Birds seen in Pico de Loro and Westgrove Heights, Cavite, two in Tibanglan, Laguna and regularly heard in Mt Makiling where it is quite common throughout the year.

Mountain Tailorbird 

Orthotomus cuculatus
Observed late January/early February on Mt. Kitanglad and Mt. Salaysay, Mindanao. Both were the subspecies heterolaemus

Rufous-tailed Tailorbird 

Orthotomus sericeus
Only from Palawan, this bird was reported at Puerto Princesa, St. Paul’s National Park, Busuanga Island, and at the Iwahig Penal Colony the latter having the largest record of 4 in one day.

Black-headed Tailorbird 

Orthotomus nigriceps
The only record of this bird was in PICOP in Jan where two birds showed very well. undergrowth.

Bright-capped Cisticola 
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Cisticola exilis
Well-reported within Metro Manila plus some singles from Westgrove, Pico de Loro, Candaba Marsh and Dagupan City. Even a small patch of suitable habitat in Canley Road, Pasig had around ten individuals in a feeding frenzy in a considerably small, mosquito-infested, grass-overgrown property above the Marikina Fault escarpment 

Zitting Cisticola 

Cisticola juncidis
Also a well-reported species, usually coinciding with observations of exilis.  The largest numbers are from Candaba and the reclamation area with 10 birds each on October and September respectively.

Long-tailed Ground-Warbler 

Bradypterus caudatus
Several were heard and one seen moving low in ground vegeataion on Mt. Kitanglad in January

White-throated Jungle Flycatcher 

Rhinomyias albigularis

One bird observed in March in Canaway Forest, Mantakil, Siaton, Negros.

Grey-streaked Flycatcher 

Muscicapa griseisticta
Surprisingly high numbers were reported from Mag-alambak Forest in Cebu with 10-20 individuals in December.  Elsewhere, reports from 1-4 with Metro records in UP Diliman, the American Cemetery and La Mesa Dam. Outside of Manila observed on Mt. Makiling (up to 4 in December), in Subic Bay (3) and in the area of Pico de Loro (1) The first record for the autumn migration was on 25th October at the American Cemetery.

Mountain Verditer-Flycatcher 

Eumyias panayensis
Reported only in Mt. Siburan, Sablayan, Mindoro Occidental and Mt Kitanglad, Bukidnon with a maximum of 2 males and 1 female in January.

Mugimaki Flycatcher

Ficedula mugimaki
A surprise record in a surprise place; a single male was observed on March 28th in rubber and Salisi trees amidst tall buildings at the Legaspi Village Park, Makati.

Snowy-browed Flycatcher 

Ficedula hyperythra
Relatively common on Mt Halcon, Mindoro April 13-14 and observed on Mt. Sibalom, Antique, Panay.  Absence of records elsewhere is reflective of limited  upper elevation birding activities.

Little Slaty Flycatcher 

Ficedula basilanica
Only one observation received: 1 bird in February from PICOP, Bislig, Mindanao

Palawan Flycatcher 

Ficedula platenae
2 calling birds were seen in within the Narra-Puerto Princesa area in Palawan in February and one heard later the same month .  The last documented record of this species at this location was in September 1925 (Collar et al; 1999) though there are unpublished records from 1999. The species appears now to be absent from the Iwahig Penal Farm (Balsahan Trail). Other known localities, except St. Pauls National Park, were not visited in 2003..

Furtive Flycatcher 

Ficedula disposita
2 calling birds were seen at the Talaytay Watershed at the Aurora Memorial National Park on Jan. 22. 

Little Pied Flycatcher 

Ficedula westermanni
Recorded only from Mt Kitanglad, Bukidnon.  

Palawan BlueFlycatcher 

Cyornis lempreiri
3 individuals bird were seen at St Paul’s National Park on Feb. 4-5 with 2 singing males and 1 female.

Mangrove Blue Flycatcher 

Cyornis rufigastra
Singles mostly heard outside Metro Manila specifically at the Mag-alambak Forest, Cebu; Westgrove Heights, Cavite; Mt Makiling; Tibanglan, Laguna, and Natividad, Pangasinan. No records for within the MM area.
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Pied Fantail 

Rhipidura javanica
Common within suitable habitat in towns and cities with shrubs and trees. In the Metro area, numbers going up to 10 or more in the American War Cemetery, the Arboretum and Ninoy Aquino Park, Quezon City 

Blue Fantail 

Rhipidura superciliaris
One calling bird was seen at PICOP, Surigao del Sur in January.

Blue-headed Fantail 

Rhipidura cyaniceps
Good numbers of this bird were recorded only at Mt Makiling and Talaytay Watershed with 5-10 in the former and “several” observed at the latter.  Elsewhere, this bird was observed with a high of 6 individuals but was usually present in suitable habitat (Pico de Loro area, Westgrove, Talaytay, Kalayaan).

Black-and-cinnamon Fantail 

Rhipidura nigrocinnamomea
Reported in Mt Kitanglad and Mt Apo with more than 5 seen at the latter in one day and a maximum of 2 at the former in a span of three days.

Rufous Paradise-Flycatcher 

Terpsiphone cinnamomea
Only the female of this beautiful bird was seen this year in two sites – Mt Makiling and PICOP.

Blue Paradise-Flycatcher 

Terpsiphone cyanecens
A total of 5 records were made at the following locations: St Paul’s National Park, Balsahan Forest, and at the Iwahig Penal Colony.

Black-naped Monarch 

Hypothymis azurea
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Found in most of the usual non-metro birding sites throughout the year mostly as singles.  The nearest record to the Metro is Westgrove, Cavite, but it is likely to occur in the forest reservation of La Meza Dam. The largest single records of 3 birds were in Mag-Alambak Forest, Cebu in January and in the KokosNuss Resort, Busuanga  in April. Other sites reporting the species included Capual Island, Sulu (4) Iwahig and St. Pauls, Palawan, Pico de Loro area, Makiling, Talaytay, Kalayaan,  and PICOP, Mindanao.

Celestial Monarch 

Hypothymis coelestis
Reported from the PICOP concession area in Mindanao (1 bird in February) and from its Luzon stronghold Northern Sierra Madre National Park where at the least 7 birds were observed near Apaya, San Mariano in March.

Short-crested Monarch  

Hypothymis helenae
Only 1 actively calling individual found in a mixed flock at PICOP in Surigao del Sur on January 30 and 3 birds observed  near Apaya, San Mariano.

Green-backed Whistler 

Pachycephala albiventris
Observed at Mt Siburan, around Sablayan Penal Farm and at Mt. Halcon, Mindoro in April-June

White-vented Whistler
Pachycephala homeyeri

Only reported from Mt. Sibalom, Antique, Panay in August-September

Yellow-Bellied Whistler 

Pacyphala philippinensis
Recorded at the following locations:  Mt Makiling, PICOP, Mt Kitanglad, and Subic Bay.  Makiling proves to be a good site to see this bird.

Grey Wagtail 

Motacilla cinerea
The American Cemetery produced a 16-member flock of this species on the ground along with some Yellow Wagtails in October during one of the club’s public bird tour.  Otherwise this species was seen in the usual birding places in the metro and in other places around the country.  The first southbound record was on September 20 at the MM reclamation area.  Last northbound record was on April 12 in Mt Makiling – a male in breeding plumage.

Yellow Wagtail 

Motacilla flava
Candaba Marsh gained the highest numbers for this bird with 30+ in September 14.  This was also the first southbound record. Next largest count came from the American Cemetery with 23 individuals on October 25.  The last pre-summer bird was seen on April 24 in Cabuyao, Laguna.

Forest Wagtail 

Dendronanthus indicus
The 9th and the 10th record of this rare visitor on February 1 and December 6 on Mt Makiling. The records will need external review for inclusion in official Philippine checklist.

Richard's Pipit 

Anthus ricardi
Considered  common throughout the country, but reports were only received from 5 sites with 5 birds observed in Candaba and Lubao, Pampanga. In MM, UP – Diliman is probably the best site for this bird. Now only seen irregularly at the American cemetery. 
Pechora Pipit 

Anthus gustavi
Reported in only two localities for this year – Iwahig Penal Colony, Palawan and Westgrove Heights, Cavite.  Iwahig had 1 record in February and 8 individuals in December which is a relatively high number for this species.
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White-breasted Wood-Swallow 

Artamus leucorynchus
In MM, up to 5 individuals were seen side by side on a dead tree in University of the Philippines campus area in October – this probably being the first record of this species for the site and the most for an urban site. Several kilometers away from the campus, at the La Mesa Dam, 16 birds were observed in December.  A number of records have been reported for ex-Manila sites throughout the year with 50 and 24 in Subic on December and November respectively and an interesting photograph was taken by A. Bajarias of two birds in Laiya, Batangas out of which one was of a juvenile with red bill.  A copy of the photo is with the club.

Long-tailed Shrike 

Lanius schach
An unusual good observation of 20+ was the best record of this bird for the year at East Ridge Golf Club fishing area in November, although Sta. Elena Golf Club in Laguna is another stronghold. Within the Metro, the Ateneo de Manila University campus had 10 in March but it was noted that this open land species was found everywhere in suitable areas of the campus as well in the areas of  the nearby University of the Philippines.  

Mountain Shrike 

Lanius validirostris
This near-threatened bird has only been reported at 1080 m above sea level in Mt Halcon with one individual and from Mt. Data, Benguet where it is common.

Brown Shrike 

Lanius cristatus
Seen everywhere with the last record of the previous season seen on May 14 in Asia World, Paranaque and the first record signaling the initial wave of northern migrants was on August 28 in Westgrove. Ninoy Aquino Park in Quezon City had the largest count for MM with 15-20 birds in March. The American Cemetery and the reclamation area were other sites where the species was found to be common.

Short-tailed Glossy Starling 

Aplonis minor
A maximum of 5 birds were reported in January in Mt Kitanglad, Bukidnon.

Asian Glossy Starling 

Aplonis panayensis
Locally common throughout the country.  Capual Island, Sulu (500+ in Nov-Dec) and Boracay (100+ in Nov) generated the highest numbers for 2003In MM, the species is probably easiest to see along Espana on the high Meralco poles. However, in 2003 it was only reported from Tripa de Galina, Makati twice and once from Asia World (2).

Chestnut-cheeked Starling 

Sturnus philippensis
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A stunning 34 were reported from Digos, Davao del Sur in November plus 1 from Westgrove in October but notably nowhere else for the year. The absence of records from the American Cemetery is a sad comment on the degradation of the habitat there. This site used to regularly have 30+ birds.

Coleto 

Sarcops calvus
Regular observations of this bird were received from forested areas. A notable 10 were reported from Subic in December.

Crested Mynah 

Acridotheres cristatellus
This introduced species is supposed to be a relatively common species, but was probably underreported in 2003. Reported from 10 sites outside of Manila. Highest numbers were 50 from a resort area near Dagupan City and 20 in Camp john Hay, Baguio. Within MM,  observed in low numbers in 9 localities and once 25 in Asia World, Paranaque.

Apo Mynah 

Basilornis miranda
5 birds were recorded in Mt Kitanglad in January of this near-threatened species.

Hill Mynah 

Gracula religiosa
This popular bird of the pet trade was only been seen in two localities in Palawan – St Paul’s National Park and the Iwahig Penal Colony with 1 in February and 12 in December, respectively.

Plain-throated Sunbird 

Anthreptes malacensis
Only four localities reported this species, namely Mt Makiling in January and February, Talaytay Watershed in January, Puerto Princesa in February, and Iwahig Penal Colony in December.  Mt Makiling had the most with 5 in February.

Copper-throated Sunbird 

Nectarinia (Leptocoma) clacostetha
Several were seen very well in a forest “between Puerto Princesa and Sabang” in Palawan early in February.

Olive-backed Sunbird 

Nectarinia(Cinnyris) jugularis
Very common throughout the country. 
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Purple-throated Sunbird  

Nectarinia (Leptocoma) sperata
Reported from 4 locations – Tibanglan in April, August and October and Mt Makiling in February and December, both in Laguna and Mt. Siburan, Mindoro (May/Jun) and Mt. Sibalom, Panay (Aug/Sep).  Makiling had up to 5 birds in the Botanical Gardens.

Flaming Sunbird 

Aethopyga flagrans
4 individuals were seen in Mt Makiling in January, the highest count plus one in December while 2 birds were seen on coconut trees in Tibanglan, Laguna in October.Also reported from Mt. Sibalom, Antique, Panay in Aug/Sep

Grey-hooded Sunbird 

Aethopyga primigenius
Only 2 records were produced for this near-threatened Mindanao endemic at Mt Kitanglad on January 25 and 27.  

Metallic-winged Sunbird 

Aethopyga pulcherrima
As with the previous species, this bird was seen twice in only one location – PICOP in Surigao del Sur.  The first was January 28 en route to PICOP and the second along Roads 1 and4 the next day.  Both records were male.

Apo Sunbird 

Aethopyga boltoni
1 male and 1 female were observed in Mt Kitanglad on January 26.  The shortness of sunbird records in Mindanao, or any other Mindanao endemic for this matter, is reflective of the very few visits to southern birding areas and does not necessarily indicate the further decline of red-listed species in this region.

Lovely Sunbird 

Aethopyga shelleyi
Following the new taxonomic status recognized worldwide the range distribution of this species is now restricted to Palawan. The remaining 7 subspecies are reclassified to Handsome Sunbird (see below)

Truly more common in Palawan, singular males of this bird have been seen at St Paul’s National Park on February 6 and Iwahig Penal Colony the following day.  A December trip to the latter site produced 2 more individuals and an April record of 1 was made in Busuanga Island. 
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Handsome Sunbird 

Aethopyga bella

Being a long recognized species world wide it used to be recorded as Lovely Sunbird within the Philippines. From Luzon it was only recorded twice from Mt Makiling. The race bonita was however observed on Mt. Siburan, Mindoro Occidental, on Mt. Sibalom, Antique, Panay and on Boracay island in Nov (4 individuals)

Crimson Sunbird 
Aethopyga siparaja

Surprisingly only Mt. Sibalom, Antique, Panay in Aug/Sep produced any records of this common species. However, this reflects the very limited birding activities within its range of Visayas 

Naked-faced Spiderhunter 

Aracnothera clarae
Only recorded for the year in PICOP, twice, and Mt Salaysay, Davao City, once on January 30 and 31 and February 1 respectively.  

Little Spiderhunter 

Arachnothera longirostra
Recorded in PICOP, Surigao del Sur twice on January 28-29 and in the Puerto Princesa-Sabang forest and St Paul’s National Park in Palawan.  Two birds were seen in both Palawan sites.

Olive-backed Flowerpecker 

Prionochilus olivaceus
Recorded in singles at the Aurora Memorial National Park particularly at the Talaytay Watershed from January 20-22 and in PICOP on January 30. Once observed in the area of Candaba Marsh as well.

Palawan Flowerpecker 

Prionichilus platenae
Good numbers of this bird were reported in Puerto Princesa with 5 on February 3 and the Iwahig Penal Colony with 4 in December 5 and 6.

Striped Flowerpecker 

Dicaeum aeruginosum
This uncommon bird has been seen in Mt Makiling on two occasions – January 19 and February 4 plus a single in Pico de Loro at the DENR station on December 28.

Olive-capped Flowerpecker 

Dicaeum nigrilore
 Only one record was submitted for this bird this year – Mt Kitanglad, Bukidnon on January 26.

Bicolored Flowerpecker 

Dicaeum bicolor
Singles of this uncommon bird have been seen Mt Makiling, Tibanglan, and Pico de Loro area plus a very notable record of 10 individuals in Makiling in April.

Red-keeled Flowerpecker 

Dicaeum australe
This bird has been seen in all months mostly in Luzon plus one record of the sub-species australe at the Mag-alambak Forest in Cebu and in PICOP.  Notable reports are all from Mt Makiling with a maximum count of 20 in March. The race haematostictum which by  taxonomic authorities worlwide  have been recognized as a good species (Visayan Flowerpecker) was not observed despite two major inventories carried out by the Haribon Foundation in Antique, Panay and in Mindoro Occidental. 

Scarlet-collared Flowerpecker 

Dicaeum retrocinctum
This endemic confined to Mindoro was seen twice  in Mt Halcon in April 12 and 14.  The first, a single near the first water source and the latter a male feeding berries to a female about 500 meters below the first water source. Also recorded from Mt. Siburan, Sablayan, in Apr/May.

Buzzing Flowerpecker 

Dicaeum hypoleucum


Recorded from Capual island, Sulu (3 in Nov/Dec)and from from Mt. Makiling, Rizal, Pangasinan and Sta. Elena Golf Club, Cabuyao, Laguna
 in very small numbers.
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Orange-bellied Flowerpecker  

Dicaeum trigonostigma


Widespread with records of 1-2 birds from Mt. Makiling, Aurora Memorial National Park, Aurora, PICOP, Surigao del Sur, Pico de Loro, San Pablo City,  and Boracay Island. Reported as common in the Puerto Azul area, Ternate, Cavite.

Fire-breasted Flowerpecker 

Dicaeum ignipectus


Records of singles only from Mt. Kitanglad, Bukidnon 

Pygmy Flowerpecker 

Dicaeum pygmaeum


Common on Mt. Makiling with records elsewhere of 1-2 birds at 
Pico de Loro roadside and San Pablo City, Tibanglan, Kalayaan, Laguna. At New Bilibid, Muntinlupa 2 birds were observed. These represents the only flowerpecker observations from the entire MM area in 2003.

Lowland White-eye  
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Zosterops meyeni
A common lowland species recorded from many sites. Within the Manila are, only from a few sites – the best being La Meza Dam with 80+ birds observed and the American Cemetery where it is common and up to 30 were seen. 
 

Everett’s White-eye 

Zosterops everetti


Recorded at Mag-Alambak Forest, Cebu on 4-Jan and Dec 31 (50+ birds) and at PICOP, Bislig, Surigao del Sur 29-30 Jan. 

Yellowish White-eye 

Zosterops nigrorum
Uncommon with records only from Talaytay Watershed, Aurora Mem. Nat'l Park, and Mount Halcon, Oriental Mindoro. In addition a record of 6 on Mt. Makiling on 30-Nov. is of note

Mountain White-eye 

Zosterops montanus


Recorded only from Mt. Kitanglad, Bukidnon on 25-Jan
and Mt. Salaysay, Marilag District, Davao City on 1-Feb.
Absence of records from Luzon only reflects limited birding activities in suitable mountain habitats from above 1,400 masl where its is known to be common ( Cordilleras) 

Black-masked White-eye 

Lophozosterops goodfellowi


Surprisingly only 1 bird seen at Mt. Kitanglad, Bukidnon 27 Jan.

Cinnamon Ibon 

Hypocryptadius cinnamomeus


Up to 2 birds seen at Mt. Kitanglad, Bukidnon on
25-27 Jan.

Eurasian Tree Sparrow 

Passer montanus 

Extremely common throughout the country and MM area. A notable concentrasion was reported from the grasslands of the reclaimataion area of Pasay where around 500 birds were feeding on grass seeds on 27 Sep.

Java Sparrow 

Padda oryzivora
Only Asia World City, Paranaque (2) and Mt. Sibalom area, Antique, Panay produced records of this globally threatened species.

White-bellied Munia 

Lonchura leucogastra

Appears to be uncommon in all  areas where it was reported from in 2003 (6 localities within Luzon, Palawan, Panay and Mindanao) . Not recorded in MM.

Scaly-breasted Munia 
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Lonchura punctulata

Reported from 7 sites and common in suitable habitats such as Candaba Marsh and Iwahig, Palawan. In MM only common in a few sites including Libingan ng mga Bayani, Taguig,(30 on 16 Nov) and Nayong Pilipino, Parañaque 50+ on 21 Dec). Not common in the  grassland habitat of the coastal reclamation area.

Chestnut Munia 

Lonchura malacca
Very common in most areas of the Philippines including grassland habitats in MM. However, the highest numbers reported are 100+ (9 Nov in the reclamation area of Pasay) and it might be worthwhile more closely to report numbers of this and other munia species to monitor the eventual  impact from the increased and widespread use of chemicals in major munia habitats such as rice fields.

White-Cheeked Bullfinch 

Pyrrhula leucogenis
A single record of 4 birds on Mt. Kitanglad, Bukidnon on Jan. 26. The absence of records from Luzon reflects limited birding activities in for example Mt. Pulag, Benguet where it is found to be common.

RECORDS REQUIRING EXTERNAL REVIEW FOR ACCEPTANCE TO OFFICIAL PHILIPPINE CHECKLIST

Northern Goshawk 

Accipiter gentilis
A single seen at Pico de Loro on Feb. 13 (JM) would be the first record for the Philippines, if accepted by external review.

Aleutian Tern 

Sterna aleutica
3 birds on Oct. 16 flying south past the Pier at PCCP (AJ) would be the second record for the Philippines.

ESCAPED EXOTIC SPECIES

American Black Vulture 

Coragyps atratus
A single bird was present in Valley Golf Subdivision, Cainta, Rizal on 29 Oct. Photo-documenation is in the club files.

White Cockatoo 

Cocatua alba

1-2 birds are resident in the Ateneo compound.

Rose-ringed Parakeet 
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Psittacula krameri

Records on the accidental escaped or introduced species dates back at the least to 1994 though no extensive literature search has been made. It appears to be well establsished in the Fort Bonicio area of MM (American War Cemetery) where up 3 pairs seem to have established a breeding population. Although potential nesting holes occupied by the parakeets have been found,   possible breeding success has yet to be confirmed.

The species was also reported elsewhere in MM including 5 birds flying over the Tambo grasslands, Paranaque (28 Sep) and 3 birds feeding in the Ateneo campus on 17 Oct. Outside of Manila a single bird was reported on 20 Jul flying over the valley of Westgrove Heights, Silang, Cavite

Budgerigar 

Melopsittacus undulatus
Records of singles from Cubao, Coastal Lagoon and Westgrove refer to escaped birds. No feral population seems to exist.

African Widower Sp. 

Euplectes sp

A male in the Reclamation Area, MM on Sept. 27.

Fischer’s Lovebird 

Agapornis fischeri
One on Dec. 4 in Ateneo.
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